[Recurrent tuberculous abscess in the chest wall; report of a case].
A case of recurrent tuberculous abscess in the chest wall which was successfully treated by resection of the rib and transposition with a latissimus dorsi muscle flap is reported. A 70-year-old man was admitted to the hospital for the purpose of receiving tuberculostatic treatment after an operation for tuberculous abscess in the chest wall at another hospital. When he first visited the another hospital, he had complained of a left chest wall tumor and Mycobacterium tuberculosis was isolated from the pus. After admission to the hospital, tuberculous abscess recurrenced in the left chest wall 2 months after the operation. We performed resection of the abscess, 5th and 6th ribs, as well as transposition of the latissimus dorsi muscle flap. There have been no signs of recurrence and is followed in the clinic, as of 4 months after the operation. We think that resection of the abscess, ribs, and, transposition of the muscle flap are useful methods for tuberculous abscess in the chest wall.